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| HOUSEKEEPERS' CHAT SATURDAY, MAY 14, 1938. 
(FOR BROADCAST USE ONLY) 


SUBJECT: "DOG TICKS AND SPOTTED FEVER." Information from Dr. F. C. Bishop, Burcau 
| of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, United States Department of Agriculture. 
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The first case of spotted fever ever recorded in New England occurred last 
|summer. And during the past year the Department of Agriculture set up a field 

| laboratory on the New England coast for the study of the insect that carries this 
| dangerous disease -- the dog tick. 


Up to about seven years ago nobody worried much about this familiar insect 
except perhaps the family dog. In the early summer Fido was likely to come home 
Sladen with ticks after a chase through tall grass or shrubbery along the damp 
Yeoast or the bank of a stream. Many a dog owmer has picked several hundred ticks 
Hoff his dog at the end of a day in the woods -- and perhaps dozens off himself. 
MMost people know that the bite of a tick can loave a red itching swollen sore that 
imay last for weeks and that if ticks are not romovod froma dog, thoy can mako him 
very miscrable and run down. Ticks have also boon knovm to cause paralysis. And 
metenbists long ago learncd that ticks could carry disease. But up to 1941 no one 
had reason to have great fear of this common tick. In that year doctors reported 
| the first case of dreadcd spotted fover in the Hast and scientists tound out for 
imeure that the dog tick could carry the discasc. Until then the only tick known to 
| carry spotted fevor was a varicty an the Rocky Mountain region. When the common 
dog tick became a carricr, many other parts of the country were in danger. 


Dog ticks live in most of the States cast of the Rockics as well as in west- 
lern and northern California and parts of Oregon. They flourish especially in damp 
‘regions -- along the cast coast from Massachusetts to Florida, cspecially in the 
Morush and grass growing near the beach. They also thrive in much of Texas and 
Wlorida, in southern Iowa and parts of Wisconsin and Minnesota. Curiously onough, 
in New England they are thick on the south side of Cape Cod and tho islands to the 
mcourhn but not nearly so common on the north side. Fow if any exist north of Ply— 
(mouth or far inland. On Long Island thoy are especially abundant on the eastern 
| half and in Maryland they prefer the Chesapeake Bay region and are seldom found 
/west of the Blue Ridge Mountains. To prosper, they need dampness and plenty of 
small wild animals to make their first meal on. 


By the way, that first meal may make the tick a fever-carricr. Here's how. 
Whe young tick sits waiting on a twig or a tall grass until a meadow mouse brushos 
by. The tick quickly fastons itself to the animal and starts filling up on blood. 
Mit the animal happens to be suffering from fevor, the tick takes in fever germs 
along with its lunch. Later on, that samc tick may usc you for a meal ticket and 
‘pass on to you the germs it took from the sick animal. 
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: The only wey you can take spotted fever is through a tick bite or by con- 
Metaminating your finger when picking ticks off your dog or some other animal. Of 
eoursc, not all ticks are infected ~- fortunatoly. And fortunately an infoctcd 
eeick must be attached for some time before it can pass on the germ. But it doesn't 
) pay to take any sort of chances with ticks nowadays. Doctors are reporting about 

| 140 cases of spotted fever each year in the Hast and South alone. About a quarter 
Iwot these cases are fatal. 


If you have had experience with ticks, you probably kmow about their mode 
Werf attack. As you brush past the place where a tick is waiting hungrily, it fas- 
Istens to your clothes and then proceeds cautiously to-a protected spot to take a 
| meal. Ticks often get on the feet and legs from lowplmts and then crawl up. A 
imeavorite place to scttlo is in the hair at the back of the neck. A tick steps so 
fmecttly that you may not feel him crawling. And you seldom feel him bite. Ofton 
fou can't even feel a tick when you pass your hand over it, because it fastens so 
etose to the skin and has such a smooth back. Not until it begins to swoll with 
myour blood, or until you find an itching swelling on your skin do you realize that 
m tick is about. But if you look yourself over carefully, you can see this insect—- 
Ma brownish, flat, cight-legged spot about’ one quarter the sizo of your little 
meonecr nail—-or half an inch long after its meal. When the fomale tick has filled 
)up on blood, she drops off, socks a protected place to lay her cggs and start a 
meew £cnoration for next year. The swelling left by a tick bite is caused by a 
mluid which the tick injects to make the blood run more freely. 


Now about controlling ticks. Sinco both ticks and the small animals they 
ieced on like undergrowth and brush especially in a cool damp place, you will be 
fysater if you cut away undorgrowth from near houses or camps, especially those 
melons the water. Also clear away brush from along frequently used paths. If ticks 
ere thick near a permanent camp, you can spray around the camp and trails with 
Becocove Olle) Pais will kill plants and stain clothes that touch it, but it does 
away with these dangerous insects. Because meadow mice provide easy food for 
young ticks, they should be destroyed. Then, be sure to exanine dogs and horses 
every few days and always use tweezers or forceps in removing ticks from then. 
eave a cup of keroscne oil handy to drop the ticks in. Clipping a dog is one way 
to keep dowm ticks and dusting hin with derris powder frequently also helps. 


When you return from an outdoor trip, examine yourself and the children 
mearctully. Make sure that no tick has attached itself to the hair at the back of 
poe head. If you have ticks on your clothes, you can take your outside clothes off 
mbefore entering the house and funigate them by putting them in a tight can with a 
marsh of carbon tetrachloride on top. The fumes this liquid gives off as it cvapo- 
rates will destroy the ticks. 


Finally, if you vant to know what has been discovered about the tick by De- 
partment of Agriculture research under Dr. F. ©. Bishopp of the Burcau of Entonole- 
wey and Plant Quarantine, you are welcome to Dr. Bishopp's new circular. This is 
eaited “The Anerican Dog Tick, Nastcern Carrier of Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever." 

It is Circular No. 478. And you obtain a copy by writing to theo Department of 
fAsriculture in Washington, D. C. 
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